


OVERVIEW 
 

This important wildlife refuge effectively treasures its unique 

environments, embraces its rural character and incorporates built 

elements which pay homage to its past, all while maximising public 

enjoyment.  

  

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

Puhinui Reserve is on the edge of the Manukau Harbour and 

contains significant conservation, heritage and amenity values. The 

reserve forms part of the extensive Matukuturua volcanic field, and 

is linked with pre-European settlements centred on Wiri Mountain 

and Matukutura (McLaughlins Mountain). 

 

The reserve protects a variety of ecosystems and habitats, including 

extensive shell banks, intertidal mudflats, mangroves and extensive 

shoreline salt marsh. Part of the area is a wildlife refuge. Thousands 

of international migratory birds and New Zealand endemic waders 

feed on the sand flats and use the shellbanks as a high tide roost. 

The saltmarsh is impounded behind the shellbanks and is one of the 

biggest and least disturbed areas of saltmarsh remaining in the 

Manukau Harbour.  

 

Threatened banded rail and fernbird inhabit the saltmarsh, and the 

regionally threatened herb Nertera scapanioides and nationally 

threatened Maori musk Mimulus repens have been reported here.  

 

There are rare vegetation ecotones between the shellbank 

vegetation, the saltmarsh vegetation and into the kanuka forest on 

the shore, with kahikatea and rimu present. In the shelter of the 

Puhinui, Pukaki, and Waokauri Creeks are significant areas of 

mangroves. Those in the Puhinui Creek are some of the oldest 

mangroves in the harbour and have salt meadows, with batchelor’s 

button on the fringes in places. 
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MAIN ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

ECOLOGICAL 

 

KEY FEATURES 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 

 

LOCATION 

108 PRICES ROAD, MANUREWA 

OTHER PARK ENVIRONMENTS  

LANDSCAPE AND AMENITY, 

INFORMAL RECREATION, HISTORIC 

HERITAGE 

 

SITE AREA 

199 HECTARES 

Puhinui Reserve occupies the southern 

portion of the Puhinui Peninsula 

between Puhinui Stream and the 

Manukau Harbour 

 

Rare vegetation ecotone, from 

shell banks to saltmarsh to 

manuka forest, on the edge of 

Manukau Harbour 

Habitat for thousands of 

migratory wading birds and 

threatened wetland birds 

Habitat for threatened plant 

species 

Part of the extensive 

Matukuturua volcanic field 

Green corridors – Continued 

fencing and ecological restoration 

of riparian areas and low-lying flats 

is required to create green 

corridors (headwaters to the coast) 

Signage – Updated interpretation 

signage explaining the area’s 

ecological values should be 

installed 

Pest Control – Ongoing animal 

pest control and weed control to 

protect sensitive coastal habitats 

Protected values – Integration of 

values to protect ecological, 

cultural and geological features 

DESIGNER 

MANUKAU CITY COUNCIL  

 

KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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CONNECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

1. Cabbage trees used at the reserve entrance at 

the termination of Prices Road create a sense of 

arrival and evoke an iconic connection to coastal 

New Zealand. 

 

2. Corten steel signage adds to the rural context of 

the site, and uses typography used in other parks 

in South Auckland, such as Barry Curtis Park. 

 

3. This basalt entrance wall creates a link to the 

reserve’s origins as part of the extensive 

Matukutura volcanic field. 

Puhinui is well-integrated with the surrounding environments and the wider ecological context. This stone wall creates a visual link to the 

parks origin as a volcanic field. 
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This sculpture creates a visual link to pre-European Maori settlements that thrived in the area, and demonstrates the site’s continued 

significance to Maori. 

TREASURE OUR MAORI IDENTITY 

 

1. Part of the area is a wildlife refuge that hosts a 

number of endemic waders and international 

migratory birds, as well as regionally and 

nationally threatened plant species. 

 

2. Traditional sculpture pays homage to the 

reserve’s link with pre-European settlements 

centred on Wiri Mountain and Matukutura 

(McLaughlins Mountain), and the significance 

the site has to Maori. 

 

3. Bait stations on the edge of manuka 

scrublands are used as a form of pest control 

to protect threatened bird habitat. 
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ENJOY COMFORT AND SAFETY 
 

1. Gates manage the functioning paddocks within the 

reserve, and promote physical activity and 

environmental sensitivity by excluding cars from a 

large proportion of the reserve. 

 

2. Poplars enhance the rural character of the reserve. 

 

3. Amenities such as public toilets enable visitors to 

spend extended periods enjoying the park. 

These toilets are conveniently located, encouraging people to stay longer in the park. 
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UTILISE OUR RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY 
 
1. The crater pond is used for stormwater 

retention to remove contaminants, which is 

particularly important with livestock in close 

proximity to sensitive ecosystems within the 

reserve. 

 

2. These large pine and gum trees retain the 

rural character of the area. 

 

3. Three Maar volcanic craters are found in 

the reserve, two of which have been 

drained, filled and more recently, 

revegetated. This crater, however, was not 

drained and remains visible in the 

landscape. 

This volcanic crater now serves as a stormwater retention pond that filters stormater and removes contaminants..  
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CONENCT THE ENVIRONMENT  

 

 

1. An annual three day equestrian event is held in the 

reserve, bringing sports people and the community 

together. The event also marks the only three days 

that dogs on leashes are allowed into the reserve. 

 

2. Pathway networks, access to fields and grazing 

livestock immerse visitors in the rural environment, 

while offering opportunities to observe and learn about 

the ecological restoration that is being carried out. 

 

3. Revegetation initiatives have enhanced green 

corridors and islands, enhancing wildlife connections 

between the various ecosystems in and around the 

reserve. 

Revegetatation initiatives have restored native vegetation corridors and islands, strengthening their connections with surrounding 

ecosystems. 
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TREASURE OUR HERITAGE 

 

1. The opportunities to get close to livestock provide a 

captivating and educational experience for children. 

 

2. The undulating terrain offers glimpses of Manukau 

Harbour and Wiri Mountain. These view shafts remain 

uninterrupted at significant viewpoints. 

 

3. Although a substantial ecological restoration scheme is 

being implemented in the reserve, significant trees such 

as pine, gum and poplar trees have been retained to 

protect the rural character that has also formed part of 

the site’s history. 

Significant mature trees have been retained to preserve the park’s history and sense of place. 
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CONNECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

1. In the shelter of the Puhinui, Pukaki and 

Waokauri Creeks are significant areas of 

mangroves. Those in the Puhinui Creek are 

some of the oldest mangroves in the 

harbour and have salt meadows, with 

batchelor’s button on the fringes in places. 

 

2. The reserve protects a number of natural 

habitats not often found in parks, including 

rare intact vegetation sequences 

(ecotones) that occur between the 

estuarine, shellbank-saltmarsh, coastal 

shrubland and forest environments. 

 

3. As well as providing connection across a 

water body, bridges can provide 

educational opportunities by giving a clear 

view of the stream. 

This bridge connects people to where they want to go, and provides them an opportunity to observe the mangrove ecosystem in Puhinui 

Creek. 
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ENJOY MORE USE & A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES 

1. The network of well maintained chip paths and 

farm tracks provide a user-friendly surface for a 

range of outdoor activities, including mountain 

biking. 

 

2. Meandering pathways through open farmland and 

vegetated stream corridors create a range of 

experiences and expose users to ecological 

initiatives, educating and generating appreciation. 

Paths are set back from more sensitive naturally 

occurring ecosystems. 

 

3. Integrated, easily accessible walkways throughout 

the park encourage a wide variety of users to enjoy 

the space together. 

Accessible walkways encourage cyclists, walkers and even those with mobility impairments to access and enjoy the park. 
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ENJOY HEALTH, WELLBEING AND FUN 

1. Artworks and sculptural elements such as these 

decommissioned nautical buoys refer to and 

enhance the rural and coastal character of the 

site. 

 

2. Amenities such as seats, picnic tables and toilets 

provide comfort, accommodate a wider range of 

user groups, and encourage return visits by 

providing a pleasant experience. 

 

3. Artworks and sculptural elements such as these 

decommissioned nautical buoys refer to and 

enhance the rural and coastal character of the 

site. 

 

4. Large open and uncluttered areas create a 

flexible and adaptable space for a range of 

activities. 

Puhinui provides a fun, creative and stimulating environment for all ages to enjoy, with the required amenities and facilities to support a 

range of uses. It also incorporates artworks and can host events big and small. 
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TREASURE OUR COMMUNITIES 

1. The large open paddocks host an annual three 

day equestrian event which brings sports people 

and the community together. 

 

2. This artwork refers to the ties the reserve has to 

the equestrian community. 

 

3. The undulating terrain offers glimpses of 

Manukau Harbour and Wiri Mountain. These view 

shafts have been carefully protected and remain 

uninterrupted at significant viewpoints. 

Puhinui is famous for the equestrian events it hosts. This sculpture embraces the equestrian community’s presence and enjoyment of 

the space. 
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